
We have also resumed our lecture series via Zoom. The very first 

lecture was delivered by a prominent archaeologist Dr. Nadeem 

Omer Tarrar on “The Cultural heritage of Islamabad, the 

Beautiful”. Number of attendees and their enthusiastic participation 

in the question answer session at the end, encouraged us to keep 

moving forward.  Ambassador (R) Mr. Khalid Usman Qaisar gave 

an informative presentation on, “Pakistan in the Emerging World- 

A way forward”. In September, on the occasion of Quaid-e-Azam's 

death anniversary, a lecture was delivered by the renowned literary 

figure and senior bureaucrat Mr. Masud Mufti on “Quaid 

Faramoshi”. He spoke on The Defence Day too. World famous 

scholar on Iqbaliat, Dr. Muhammad Ayub Sabir enlightened us 

about “Iqbal ki Fikri Rahnamai aur Pakistan”. Each lecture was 

well attended and active participation of audience was observed 

through vibrant questions and their feedback. 
Another lecture by renowned religious scholar Prof; Justice ® 
Shahzado Shaikh was held on January 03, 2021 
 “Islamic Jurisprudence and its potential Role in the Resolution 
of Global Conflict.” It was well received and attended by a wide 
audience from UK, Canada, USA, Middle East, India and from all 
over Pakistan. 
We draw our strength from the General Body, I request the guidance 
and help from them. 
Stay home, stay safe.

Prof; Dr. Maqsooda Hussain
President- SACP

Note from the President
Assalam-o-Alaikum
It gives me a sense of great achievement to write a note for yet another 
Newsletter. This issue is dedicated to the founding President, Prof Dr. 
Ahmad Hassan Dani, an eminent scholar beyond the boundaries, to 
pay homage to a visionary personality. It is an effort to show our love 
and respect for him.
The year 2020 has been a difficult year for all of us as the current 
Executive Committee was elected during the pandemic of COVID-
19, when all the social activities were restricted. We are grateful to 
our Election Commissioner, Professor Meritorious Dr. Muhammad 
Daud Awan (LM-05), who took this challenge and completed it up to 
the satisfaction of all. He has done quite a spectacular job organizing 
online election and oath taking ceremony as well.
To broaden the horizon of our academic ventures, Society of Asian 
Civilizations Pakistan has signed an MoU with Quaid-e-Azam 
University, Islamabad. I wish to offer my sincere thanks to Ms Shazia 
Qureshi-SG, Mr Nadeem Akbar-VP and Secy. Publications-Dr. 
Ghani-ur-Rahman for their efforts. Another draft of MoU has been 
delivered to Bahauddin Zakarya University, Multan with a request to 
sign MoU with SACP. It is in process and we are waiting for their 
final decision. 
Dear members, although we are passing through difficult times, yet 
me and my team are trying to keep the connected online. To discuss 
and plan our activities, we have been regularly organizing EC 
Meetings as per SACP Constitution on Zoom. To streamline the 
activities, various committees have been formed and SOP's have 
been made. Academic Committee, Publications Committee and 
Membership Committee are actively working online in this 
pandemic. Finance Committee is busy in audit of this financial year. 
A CST to South Punjab and Lahore was also in the cards for the winter 
of 2020 but unfortunately our plans were overruled by the second 
wave of COVID-19.  

21September 2020

Dr. Ghani-ur-Rahman
Chief EditorExecutive Editor

Secretary Publications

Dr. A.H. Dani Special Edition

 Note from  Executive Editor
Respected members and other readers of the newsletter of the 
Society of Asian Civilizations Pakistan. I feel an immense 
pleasure reaching you through this newsletter. I have been 
part of the Society is life member besides working under late 
Professor Ahmad Hassan Dani in Taxila Institute of Asian 
Civilizations (TIAC) Qauid-i-Azam University Islamabad 
since 2007. 
The last election of the society gave me the opportunity to 
serve SACP as Secretary Publications. I was also nominated as 
Head of Publications Committee and Executive Editor of the 
Newsletter. In the meetings of the Publications Committee 
with the support and guidance of the president Dr. Maqsooda 
Hussain and Secretary Ms. Shazia Qureshi we decided that the 

Publications Committee
Dr. Maqsooda Hussain, Dr. Ghani-ur-Rahman,
Ms. Shazia Qureshi, Mrs. Umm-e-Kulsoom
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newsletter will be published bi-annually so that members can 
be reached more frequently and this way the members will be 
aware of the activities of the society twice a year through the 
newsletter besides social media. 
This newsletter not only provides an opportunity to members 
to present their literary talents in this publication, but it also 
conveys the activities of the society and so the members feel 
more connected and informed. Members are given this 
opportunity to participate and own this publication and 
participate in it without taking in consideration any deadline 
or call for articles. Their valuable contributions can be 
included in any of the coming issues after scrutiny of the 
editorial committee. The April-September 2020 issue is in your 
hands and we are working on the October 2020- March 2021 
issue. We are trying our best to make the newsletter as much 
attractive and informative as possible. 
Hoping for your kind cooperation and appreciation.
Dr. Ghani-ur-Rahman 
Executive Editor

Election, Society of Asian civilizations 
Pakistan, Term 2020-22

Society of Asian Civilization, Pakistan holds the election of 
Executive Council for a term of two years.

rdOutgoing Team's term ended on 23  March 2020. Elections were 
supposed to be held before the term ending date but due to certain 
procedural clearances the process got delayed by a few days. Election 

thdate was fixed as 26  March 2020 for Electronic Ballot. Physical and 
Postal Ballot was not held due to Pandemic Lockdown. 
The election was held for following Two Offices as all other 
Respected Office Bearers were elected unopposed. 
• SR. VICE PRESIDENT: -“Ms Rana Taqi”  VS  “Ms Umme 

Kulsoom”
• DY. SECRETARY GEN:- “Maj. Farrukh Ejaz”   VS  “Ms 

Umme Kulsoom”
Ballot was sent on 25th March 2020, through the Given Email 
Addresses of all Respected Life Members (LMs).
3. It was ASSURED THAT PERSONAL INFORMATION OF 
VOTER (i.e. CNIC No. & LM No. given on the E-Ballot) WILL BE 
KEPT TOP CONFIDENTIAL RELIGIOUSLY BY THE CET AND 
DESTROYED after completion of election process.
DEAD LINE FOR SENDING E-VOTE was ELEVEN THIRTY 
(11:30), FRIDAY THE 27th March 2020.
TOTAL VOTES CASTED ALONG WITH THOSE REJECTED BY 
THE SYSTEM WITH ? MARK = 176
DUPLICATE VOTES CASTED (counted as one) = 33 
VOTES CASTED WITH FAKE Life Membership NUMBERS = 3 
Duplicate and fake votes were discarded (as per decision of the sitting 
EC. Duplicate and triplicate votes, in favor of one candidate, were 
counted as one). Total being 176/19.
Total clear Votes calculated by system remain=157:

 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

Contestant Votes  % 

Ms. Rana Taqi  127 80 

Ms. Umme Kulsoom 30 19 

DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

Contestant Votes % 

Maj. ® Farrukh Ejaz 116 74 

Ms. Umme Kulsoom 041 26 

 

S#  Date 

 
1 

Nomination of (Prof. Merit. Dr. Mohammad Daud 
Awan LM-05, CET & Ms Munazza 
Javed, member) Election Team Received from sitting 
Executive Council (EC) dt. 6.3.20. 

 
10.3.2020 

2 Schedule for SACP Election-2020-22, from EC, 
Received 

10.3.2020 

3 Nomination Papers, with no date, last received 12.3.20.20 

 
4 

Objections on Ms Umme Kulsoom’s nomination 
holding a seat contesting for two other seats, EC 
decision through e-mail after legal opinion that ‘she 
can contest for two slots 
while holding the one already elected as member EC. 

 
 

20.3.2020 

 
5 

In the same e-mail EC decided “…while 
considering the current Corona Viral outbreak 
scenario, it is submitted that only electronic 
voting option be provided to members as 
we may not be able to hold physical voting”. 

 
20.3.2020 

6
 

EVERY STEP COMPLETED AS PER SCHEDULE, 
RESULT ANNOUNED on 29.3.2020

 

29.3.2020
 

7
 

ET through e -mail as well as
 

texted the result on 
WhatsApp to SACP group

 

29.3.2020
 

 
8
 

By legal decision dated 7th

 
April, EC intimated 

“...Hence, there is no other option except to take the 
electronic oath individually, by signing the same by 
the

 
respected Members”.

 

 
8.4.2020

 

9
 

The Executive Council, SACP decided to hold Oath 
Taking ceremony through Zoom

 

8.4.2020
 

 10
 

Oath Letter sent by EC upgraded by the CET, duly 
approved by EC was sent to all members of the EC-
elect by EC, for practice to use e-media for oath 
taking (by sending them and receiving provisional
oath,) completed, with EC decision as follows:  

 

 
 8.4.2020

 

 
 
 11

 

 Final decision of EC, dated 10.4.20 “The oath taking 
ceremony is confirmed to be held on Sunday April 
12, at 2:30 pm sharp. All members EC are informed 
and availability has been also confirmed by 
respective members. Oath taking will be held 
through zoom. We are having a trial session today at 
3:30, so that each member may be familiar with

 zoom.
 

 
 
 10.4.2020

 

 12
 

 
 
 

 

The Oath through zoom was administered by the 
Chair Election Team designated by the EC. Through 
Zoom at 2:30 PM, Sunday 12th

 
of April 2020.

 
 The whole process of election was done electronically 
with no cost to the SACP. It was a landmark occasion 
which was a manifest of society’s growth. 

 

 

 

Chronology, SACP Election 2020-2022
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Dy. Secretary General
157 responses

Msj. Farrukh Ejaz
Ms. Umme Kulsoom



Sr # FOR POSITION NAME OF CONTESTANT  P O L L ELECTE D AS:
 

1 PRESIDENT Prof. Dr. Maqsooda Hussain UNOPPOSED PRESIDENT
 

2 SR. VICE 
PRESIDENT 

(i) Ms. Rana Taqi  127 Votes  SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT 

(ii) Ms. Umme Kulsoom 030 Votes  ------NOT ELECTED-------- 

3 VICE PRESIDENT MR. Nadeem Akbar UNOPPOSED VICE PRESIDENT  

4 SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

Ms. Shazia Qureshi UNOPPOSED SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

5 DY. SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

Maj.(R) Farrukh Ejaz 116 Votes  DY. SECRETARY 
GENERAL 

(ii) (ii) Ms. Umme Kulsoom 041 Votes  -----------NOT ELECTED---- 

6 SECRETARY 
FINANCE 

Mrs. Farida Amjad UNOPPOSED SECRETARY 
FINANCE 

7 SECRETARY 
MEDIA 

Mr. Sarwar Munir Rao UNOPPOSED SECRETARY MEDIA  

8 SECRETARY 
PUBLICATIONS  

Dr. Ghani-ur-Rehman UNOPPOSED SECRETARY 
PUBLICATIONS  

9 SECRETARY 
MARKETING 

Mr. Khalid Mahmood Khan UNOPPOSED SECRETARY 
MARKETING 

10 SECRETARY 
COORDINATION  

Ms. Tasneem Siddiqui  UNOPPOSED SECRETARY 
COORDINATION  

11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

 
MEMBERS 
EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

(I) Ms. Umme Kulsoom UNOPPOSED MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

(II) Mr. Shaikh Riaz-ul-Haque UNOPPOSED MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

(III) Maj.(R) Malik Tariq Hayat  UNOPPOSED MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

(IV) Mr. Malik Liaqat Ali 
Tabassum 

UNOPPOSED MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

15. (V) Mr. Muhammad Moin 
Safdar 

UNOPPOSED MEMBER EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

 

SOCIETY OF ASIAN CIVILIZATIONS PAKISTAN

ELECTION FOR TERM  2020 – 2022)

 Signed By: �
thDate: Sunday, 12  April, 2020� Prof. Merit CS, Dr Mohammad Daud Awan (LM-05)

Chair Election Team 2020-22, SACP

********
Remembering the Iconic Dani

Dr. Rafiullah Khan

I have always had an 
a m b i v a l e n t  a p p r o a c h  
towards Professor Ahmad 
Hasan Dani's scholarship. 
And this is perhaps due to 
his prolificacy which, if not 
properly understood in its 
d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s ,  
sometimes seems annoying. 
Prof. Dani has strongly 
made his presence felt across 
many disciplines such as 
history, archaeology, 

anthropology and sociology and different periods such as 
ancient, medieval and modern. And all this has turned him 
into a popular icon.

Professor Dani is undoubtedly a 'popular icon'. This is what his 
personal files, full of excessive correspondence and 
communication, say about him. Colleagues, students, 
professionals, amateurs and laypersons alike have amply 
corresponded with him on diverse topics. And true to his 
professional vigor, he used to reply to everyone with 
characteristic intellectual humility. My focus here is on 
onevery apparently amusing letter (dated November 29, 1983) 
addressed to Dr. Dani by someone named Talat Mehmud, 29-
year-old.

The letter is written in Urdu on letterhead of a certain firm 
(Sethi Fruit Industries, 1–720, Tehli Mohallah, Rawalpindi).
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 I would like, first, to give an English summary of the text. After 
that some observations would be made about Dr. Dani's 
scholarship and personality with the help of his reply.

After formal greetings the sender of the letter says that though 
being less educated and not known to Dani as well as 
cognizant of the latter's precious time, he would like to ask four 
questions. He also expressed gratitude for the expected reply 
from Dani. The questions are as follows:

1. Who is your favorite personality having a deep imprint 
upon you?

2. What is, beside Quran and Hadith, your favorite book which 
has exercised great influence upon you?

3. Name your favorite periodical which you give preference in 
your study? positions after the partition in both India and 
Pakistan.

4. Any couplet, either in Arabic, Persian or Urdu, which is 
often in your mouth?

Office copy of the response letter is not available in Dr Dani's 
files at Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations, Quaid-i-Azam 
University. Nevertheless, his answers to the questions are 
known from the reverse side of Talat's letter. Very roughly, he 
has written with his hands:

1. Sir Mortimer Wheeler

2. Still Digging

3. Antiquity published from England

4. Jis khait se dehqan….

It seems that these constricted answers were meant for Dani's 
stenographer in order to prepare a proper reply. 
Notwithstanding the absence of the reply letter, the available 
data is important from two standpoints. First, it speaks 
volumes about Dani's standing as a public intellectual. Second, 
it demonstrates his intellectual romance with archaeology and 
his social philosophy.

Professor Dani's first three answers entirely attend to his 
romantic interest in archaeology. The very name of Mortimer 
Wheeler is worth a thousand words. He is known as an 
adventurer in archaeology who not only played with new 
ideas, concepts and methods but also made archaeology 
visible to the public both in England and India. 

++Wheeler reached India as Director General of the 
Archaeological Survey of India in 1944 for the period of four 
years. He trained a number of Indian students in methods and 
practice of archaeology, in 1944-45, at Taxila, Arikamedu and 
Harappa. His students, including Dani, served in various 
important positions after the partition in both India and 
Pakistan.

Late Professor Dr. Ahmad Hasan Dani:
Founder of the 

Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations, 
Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad.

Dr. Ghani-ur-Rahman
Director

(ghani@qau.edu.pk)

Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations is one of the prime and 
leading Institutes in Pakistan in the field of research on Asian 
Civilizations, mainly dealing with the following disciplines:

n Archaeology
n Comparative Civilizations
n Comparative Religions
n Ancient languages and Scripts

In 1967, QAU was authorized by the Ministry of Education, 
Govt. of Pakistan to establish a Research Center for the study 
of Civilization of Central Asia under the supervision of Late 
Prof. Dr. Ahmad Hasan Dani. He became the founder Director 
of this center besides founding the first ever Department of 
Archaeology in Peshawar University before coming to 
Islamabad and establishing the center and then developing it 
into Institute in Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad.
With the consent of the Govt. of Pakistan and desire of the 
UNESCO to expand the scope of the centre to make a 
comparative study of the civilizations of the whole of Asia the 
centre was renamed as Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations, 
in 1997.

In 2007 the Institute was merged with the QAU after 
the decision of its BoG. This was the last year of Professor Dani' 
Directorship. During his 40 years he published many books, 
hundreds of articles, conducted archaeological fieldworks, 
participated in numerous conferences around the world, and 
recorded interviews for promoting archaeology and tourism. 
It was under him that PhD program in Asian Studies was 
launched in TIAC. 

After a transition period of acting directors, Prof. Dr. 
M. Ashraf Khan joined the Institute as Director in 2009 and 
served it till May 2016. During his tenure we started MPhil 
Asian Studies and MSc Archaeology, conducted field 
excavations and surveys, organized seminars, and 
conferences, thus playing his role in the improvement and 
development of the Institute. 

After him, I was given the responsibility of advancing 
the objectives of the Institute in 2016. During the last four years 
we have started BS Archaeology Program. The Government of 
Pakistan has approved funds for the new building of the 
Institute and Museum that will soon materialize. We are going 
to start MPhil and PhD Archaeology and Tourism, BS Tourism 
and BS Art and Design in the Institute so that the plant of Dr. 
Dani can grow into a tree. 

Our regular faculty, now, includes four Assistant 
Professors and one Associate Professor and several other 
renowned young and senior visiting Professors. 

********
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Aims and Scope of the Institute
The Institute aims at educating students towards realizing the 
importance of the study of Civilizations/Archaeology (Art, 
architecture, and monuments of our past) and thus ultimately 
promoting tourism in Pakistan. 

Main Functions of the Center for the Study of Civilizations 
of Central Asia were:

n Publishing a Bi-Annual Journal named as Journal of 
Central Asia.

    � (Published since 1978-1998)
n Field Research: 
a) Archaeological Survey and documentation of Sites 

and Monuments
b) Archaeological Excavations
n National and International Seminars/Conferences
n Publishing Books on Central Asia.

Main Functions of the TIAC are:
n Academics and Researches 
n Publications
n Field training
n Seminars, workshops, and Conferences

MPhil and PhD programs were approved in 1997, MSc 
Archeology program was approved in 2010 and BS 
Archaeology in 2017. All the four programs are in progress  
successfully with more than 200 students. Besides students' 
quality researches under the supervision of faculty, the faculty 
of TIAC are very active producing good researches and have 
published more than 100 papers and books for the promotion 
of Archeology and tourism. 
Continuing the publication of the Research Journal (found in 
1978) was renamed from Journal of Central Asia as Journal of 
Asian Civilizations in 1998. It was recognized by the HEC in 
category 'Y' in 2005 and was elevated to category 'X' in 2015. 
TIAC also publishes Books which has 22 books to its credit. 

Field Research: 
Archaeological Surveys and documentation of Sites, 
Monuments and Archaeological Excavations are a regular 
feature of the institute so that good quality research is 
produced, and students can be trained. 
National and International Seminars. Workshops and 
Conferences are another important feature of the TIAC for the 
promotion and dissemination of researches and training. 
TIAC organizes Prof. Ahmad Hasan Dani Memorial Seminar 
Series in which national and international scholars deliver 
lectures on Art, Architecture, Archaeology, Tourism and 
Museums. 
Achievements 

n Since 1997, about 45 PhD scholars have been awarded 
degrees. 45 more are enrolled in PhD Program.

n About a 100 MPhil and more than 100 Master level 
theses have been produced till the moment.

n 22 books and Survey Reports have been published
n The Journal is published regularly, is included in the 

HEC recognized list and is indexed and abstracted 
internationally.

n TIAC building is part of the recently approved grant 
from the Govt of Pakistan, through HEC, for the mega 
project of the QAU. Thus, we hope to have a separate 
building and Museum on the campus soon. 

n Library:
The Institute has a rich collection of books, Journals, 
reports, Gazetteers, on Archaeology, History, Art and 
Architecture, Anthropology, Civilizations, Religions, 
Ancient languages, and scripts.

n TIAC has established a small temporary museum 
displaying different historic periods from Pre-history 
to Islamic Period.

n The team (Faculty/ students) of TIAC has conducted 
tangible and intangible documentation of sites and 
monuments around in Pakistan that include Rock 
carvings and inscriptions and wooden architecture of 
the northern Pakistan. It includes Palaeolithic sites of 
Soan valley, Harappan culture in District Khushab 
and salt range. It also has conducted researches in 
District Kohat. Margalla hills. Chiniot hills, Shangla, 
Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Swat and Buner.

Future Goals and Objectives
n Expanding the Institute's scope as per the original 

program to establish four disciplines on MSc (BS) level 
beside MPhil and PhD programmes.

n Establishment of International standard A. H. Dani 
Memorial Museum of Asian Archaeology and 
Ethnology. 

n Construction of TIAC building.
n Conducting archaeological excavations on pre-

historic, Indus Civilization, Gandhara Civilizations 
and Islamic Period sites in Baluchistan, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, Sindh, Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan. The aim is to collect cultural material for the 
proposed museum of the TIAC, QAU, in order to 
promote education about the cultural heritage of 
Pakistan and ultimately promoting tourism in 
Pakistan.

n Archaeological explorations in Baluchistan, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, Sindh, Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan. 

n Short Courses on Ancient Languages, Museum 
Studies,  Ceramic analysis ,  archaeological  
photography, Conservation of cultural heritage, 
management of archaeological sites, Field 
archaeology and structural drawing of historical 
monuments.

n Establishment of Buddhist/ Gandhara Studies Cell in 
TIAC, QAU, in order to conduct research studies on 
the Buddhist/Gandhara Civilization, collection of 
materials such as books, journals and manuscripts, 
holding national and International seminars and 
documentations of  Buddhist cultural heritage, 
establishment  of digital library and conservation 
laboratory. 5



n Establishment of Indus Civilization Cell in TIAC, 
QAU, in order to conduct research studies on Indus 
Civilization, collection of materials such as books, 
journals and manuscripts, holding national and 
International seminars, documentations of Indus 
cultural heritage, establishment of digital library and 
conservation laboratory. 

n Exchange of experts, training of students, visits of 
faculty and Students/scholars abroad. 

n Expansion of TIAC library.
n Promoting inter-cultural dialogues.
n Writing a comprehensive cultural, political, economic, 

religious, and social history of the areas which 
constitute Pakistan.

n Publication of Books, Monographs and Reports.
n Field Researches for planning and carrying out 

cultural mapping in Pakistan.
n Series of Monthly Seminars on Cultural and Religious 

History of Pakistan. 
n Documenting religio-cultural and Socio-economic 

resources.
n Establishing links with relevant Institutes, 

Departments and Organizations across the world.
n Exhibition of Arts and Crafts of Pakistan.

s
MoUs with National and International entities for the 

promotion of Archeological researches

We have signed and MoU with French Archaeological Mission 
to train our students in Pakistan and in France. 10 students and 
faculty have benefitted from the agreement since 2016 who 
have not only worked with the French team in Pakistan but 
have visited France for learning about archaeological 
laboratory work. Dr. Aurore Didier and David have been very 
kind to train our students in the field and lab. While Mr. David 
has kindly promised to help us establishing Conservation and 
photography labs in the new building that will boost the 
capacity of our faculty and students of Archaeology. 

MoU with Italian Archaeological Mission has 
benefitted tens of students from its field training in Swat. Two 
special issues of the Journal of Asian Civilizations have been 
published under this MoU to highlight the fieldwork of Italian 
Archaeologists in Pakistan since 1956. Besides the training 
specialized lectures have been delivered by the Italian 
scholars. �

Another MoU between Quaid-i-Azam University and 
Ca' Foscari University, Venice was signed in 2017. Two Italian 
students have benefitted from it. One each came to follow 
courses in QAU for a semester. One of our non-PhD employee 
and MPhil student has got admission in PhD in Ca' Foscari and 
her PhD is in progress under the MoU. An edited book of 900 
pages on Pre-history of Pakistan is under process of 
publication with the help of Italian embassy in Islamabad. 

An agreement between TIAC, QAU and Heidelberg 
University, Germany and Achen Center for documentation, 
Germany materialized in an International workshop on the 
Cultural Heritage of the Buddhist Gandhara in 2010. 
 Collaboration between the University of Wisconsin-
Madison is in progress in which our faculty have worked with 
the American Scholars in USA and Pakistan for capacity 
building. 

We have signed MoUs with Federal and Provincial 
Departments of Archaeology and Museums Pakistan so that 
our faculty and students can work in the field without any 
hurdles and training of our students in the field. 

Recently an MoU was signed between the Silk Road 
Center and TIAC for collaborating in organizing an 
International conference on Buddhism in Pakistan to promote 
religious tourism. 

An MoU was signed between SACP and TIAC in 2018 
for collaboration in organizing conferences. The same year it 
resulted in a conference in Islamabad. The two are interested to 
renew it and join hands for future collaboration in different 
events of mutual interest so that they can achieve their 
common goal of promoting the culture of Pakistan. 

Prof. A. H. Dani as Field Archaeologist
 Dr. Sadeed Arif

Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations
Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad

Field Archaeology is a significant component of Archaeology 
and nobody can deny its importance and significance. The 
success story of Prof. Dani was written by his continuous 
archaeological field work during his long career as an 
archeologist. 
Prof. Dani met Sir Mortimer Wheeler, the then director 
General of Archaeology of India, while he was in the process of 
completing his Masters in Ancient History from Banaras 
Hindu University with distinction. Mr. Wheeler convinced 
Prof. Dani to Join the Field School at Taxila. The archaeological 
Field School, established by Wheeler, was an institute from 
where prominent archaeologists obtained formal training, 
namely, Mr.  R.D. Banerjee.
Sir Wheeler was a pioneer in the field Archaeology and he 
introduced many new techniques in the Field of Archaeology.
Prof. Dani started formal field work after joining the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The first field work, 
conducted was for his Ph.D Thesis, regarding the prehistoric 
sites in Eastern India and in the process, dozens of prehistoric 
sites were reported for the first time. 

After the Partition of  Sub Continent  in 1947, Prof. Dani opted 
for Pakistan and joined Dakka Museum and reinvigorated the 
Museum with a new pattern. He also supervised some 
students at PhD level in Dakka University
At Dakka, he met field Marshal Ayub Khan and was brought 
to Peshawer University in 1960. Here he established the first 
Department of Archaeology and became the first professor of 
Archaeology. When he was in Peshawar he discovered the first 
Stone Age Cave in Mardan called Sangavo Cave. He  
systematically excavated the site and published the detail 
report in Ancient Pakistan Vol. I. This was the first major 
discovery of Dani at Peshawar. The second major discovery of 
Prof Dani was the Discovery of Gandhara Graves Culture in 
Dir. In Dir and Swat he excavated dozens of graves and their 
materials are now displayed in Peshawer university Museum.

�

********
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 In the earlier two periods, bronze was usually found, though 
metal objects were scare. A comparative study of the materials 
found in these graves and those found in the northern part of 
Iran has opened new avenues of cultural links between the two 
countries and at the same time provided a proper 
chronological table. Rehman Dehri D.I. Khan an important 
Harappan site was discovered by Dani, which was the first 
Harappan site in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The excavations of 
Rehman Dehri in D.I. Khan was carried out which pushed 
back the history of the region to Neolithic period.
Prof. Dani also excavated the site Shekhan Dehri in Charsadda. 
This was the Greek city systematically excavated by Dani. On 
the basis style of the sculptures of the Shekhan Dehri , Dr. Dani 
was of the opinion that Gandhara Art was originated from 
Greek
Art. Dani also excavated the Buddhist site of Andan Dehri in 
Dir. Here he established the chronology of Gandhara Art on 
the basis of style. 
Prof. Dani joined Quaid-i-Azam University in 1971 as 
professor of History, he actually wanted to established 
Department of Archaeology in this University but at that time 
the Vice-Chancellor did not agree with him. But now his 
dream became reality and the MSc and BS. programs in 
Archaeology have been started at QAU. After retiring from the 
Quaid-i-Azam university he  joined the Centre for the study of 
Civilization of  Central Asia (now TIAC). Here he started the 
biannual Journal of Central Asia (now JAC) which promoted 
the research activities in the field of Archaeology and  ancient 
History. He established Pak German research project with 
Prof. Jat Mark for the study rock carvings and Inscriptions in 
the Northern Pakistan in 1980. Dani physically visited all the 
major sites of Northern Area with Prof. Jet Mark and wrote 
many books on the Rock Art of Northen Areas of Pakistan, like 
the human records on Karakoram and dozens of Research 
Articles.    
� In short Dani was a field Archaeologist and up to his 
death he continued the Archaeological Field work which make 
him the legendary scholar not only in Pakistan but also in 
abroad.
Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations has continued the legacy 
of Dr. Dani and has conducted several seasons of surveys and  
excavations at theBuddhist sites of Taxila and  other research 
project are in progress. 

�

Prof. Dani, inaugurating Dir Museum

Prof. Dani along with Prof. F. R. Allchin in the Field.

Book Overview

Name of book�;� History of Pakistan- Pakistan through Ages
Author;�� Prof. Dr. Ahmad Hassan Dani
Publisher;� �Sang-i-Meel Publication
Year of Publication;� 2008
Dr.  Maqsooda Hussain

The book under review, “History of Pakistan-Pakistan 
through Ages”, is written by Prof. Emeritus Dr. Ahmed 
Hassan Dani SI, HI, who is a scholar of International repute in 
the fields of History, Culture, Linguistics and Archeology. He 
has actively participated in the excavation of Taxila and 
Mohenjo-Daro in 1945. He is among the leading authorities on 
Central Asian and South Asian Archeology. He knew about 35 
different languages and dialects, has authored more than 30 
books and has innumerable articles to his credit.  
The book starts with the background of the geology of Pakistan 
including the Indus starting with the sentence, “As Egypt is 
the gift of the Nile, Pakistan is the child of the Indus”. In this 
way, physical land scape of the whole area that constitutes 
Pakistan including all provinces and Paradise Kashmir are 
discussed. He concludes with the fact that the geographical 
features and cultural developments in the country are 
inseparably linked with the Indus river system. History of 
Pakistan starts with the Stone Age and the march of humanity 
toward the goal of civilization spreads over many 
millenniums. Man has struggled hard to free himself from 
dependence upon nature and win a position of dominance 
over the animal world. This journey goes through many 
phases and then the man grows out of wilderness, out of 
savagery to barbarism, where he could take off for advance 
into the true culture of mankind. We can find traces of this 
struggle in many parts of Pakistan. Some of these places are 
Sanghao in Mardan District, Swat, D. I. Khan, and right into 
the caves of Khanpur near Taxila and Margalla Hills, beyond 
Golra Sharif and above the Shah Allahditta caves.
One is amazed to know how rich we are in civilization. The 
Indus Valley Civilization is one of the four civilizations of the 
ancient world along with China, Mesopotamia, and Egypt. 
This civilization belongs to the Stone Age and the best known 
site of this time period is Mehargarh which was established 
around 6500 BCE. It is located near the Bolan Pass in 
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thBaluchistan. By the end of 4  century and the beginning of the 
third millennium BCE, the cultural horizon of the people 
opened up to a vast area around the plains of the Indus. The 
reason given by the author is that the older confinement to 
Baluchistan upland, hill plateaus and hill slopes was broken 
and this movement towards east is tremendously evidenced. 
Indus Valley Civilization started around 3300 BCE along the 
Indus River Valley in Punjab and Sind and continued till about 
1900 BCE. The two important main sites are Harrappa in 
Punjab and Mohen- jo- Darro in Sind. Kot Diji, on the National 
Highway 15 miles south of Khairpur, where a fortified citadel 
is found, is also a site of this period. This phase came to an end 

thabout the 18  century BCE and then came a sudden change in 
th ththe 16  and 17  centuries when a migration of some new 

people swept across Bajaur, Dir, Swat, Peshawar Hangar 
Valley and right up to Taxila. This migration was first
identified in their grave burials and was described as 
belonging to “Gandhara Grave Culture”. They began in 
Bronze Age and continued in Iron Age. The first site of 
Timargarha in Dir lies on the bank of river Panchkora, the 
second is eastward the Swat river, and the third important site, 
where the Aryans’ remains have been found is at the western 
edge of the Haithial spur of the Margala Range at Taxila. These 
people filled up a wide period of our history at a time when the 
Aryans are known to have occupied this very region. They 
finally led to the emergence of the historical period in Pakistan.                    
 This history is presented in a very interesting way and 
I never knew that history could be so captivating. One is 
compelled to read further and further. The Aryan settlement in 

ndthe late Vedic period (late 2  millennium BCE) inaugurated a 
new village system in Pakistan, in which they distinguished 
themselves from the conquered people. For the first time they 
are mentioned in the time of Achaemenian, an ancient Ianian 

thdynasty, ruler Darius (522-486 BCE). The 9  ruler Darius 

extended the eastern frontier to the valley of upper Kabul and 
then to the valley of Indus. They brought developments in this 
area. Although the city of Taxila became a center of culture and 

theducation in the period of Brahmans and Upanishads (10  to 
th7  century BCE) yet the educational institutions became more 

attractive after the Achaemenians brought the scholarship of 
the East and West to the city. The city offered the highest 
educational opportunities in humanities, sciences, arts and 
crafts including special schools of law, medicine and military 
sciences. 
Dr Dani takes us to the memory lane to our glorious past. This 
period ended with the conquest of Alexander the Great. With 
the defeat of Achaemenians there was no united power left 
here except the local tribes and their chiefs. Alexander's 
greatest contribution, according to the author, was the direct 
contact that was established between the people of Indus 
Valley and the Greeks, as a result of which exchange of ideas in 
philosophy, religion and science took place. Although 
Alexander's conquest did not result in permanent acquisition 
yet the people left behind maintained their language, art, 

ndreligion and philosophy. At the beginning of 2  century BCE 
Bactrian Greeks re-conquered Kabul Valley, Gandhara and 
other parts of present Pakistan and laid down foundations of 
modern Charsada, and Taxila. They were ousted and 
Chandragupta Maurya snatched power in his hands. At this

 period Scytho-Parthians opened the Central Asian Road to 
these areas. Scythians crossed the Jaxartes River and spread 
over central Asia. They had a long archaeological history and 
left their mark on several rock engravings in Chilas, Gilgit and 

stHunza in Pakistan. Their political influence increased in the 1  
sthalf of the 1  Century CE in Pakistan. The Scythians were 

followed by the Parthians and they rebuilt the old Greek city at 
Sirkap after earthquake. The Kushan emperors, who 

stsucceeded the Scytho-Parthians in 1  century CE, not only 
inherited the cultural legacy of the past but also gave due 
attention to their coins, inscriptions and order of life that they 
promoted in their conquered areas. Thus in this long period of 
history several political changes took place and brought in 
foreign rulers. All of them exerted great cultural influence 
which have left unforgettable legacy to present Pakistan.
Next the author takes us to the rise of Muslim states in our part 

thof the world.He states that rapid changes occurred during 7  
thand 8  centuries CE Hindu Kingdom shot up in all areas. The 

Arab penetration along the countries of Arabian Sea was in 
continuation of the eastward Arab trade. Side by side with the 
independent Arab kingdoms in Sind and Multan, Central Asia 
witnessed the rise of the new Persian speaking Samanid State 
in which Persian language and Islamic culture replaced the 
Buddhist, Zoroastrian and Shamanistic practices with some of 
their traces still lingering on. Muslim Turks established their 
independent kingdom in Ghazni and overthrew the Arab 
kingdoms of Multan and Mansura. By the first quarter of the 
eleventh century EC the whole of present Pakistan, except 
Kashmir and Bolor, was brought under the authority of the 
Ghaznavid rulers. After the death of Sultan Mahmud the 
Ghaznavi State continued for one hundred and fifty years. The 
rise of Ghorids was the result of the decline of the power of 
Ghaznavis and now their state in the Indus region passed on 
into the hands of Ghorids who succeeded in extending their 
territory into the Ganges Valley. Henceforward the history of 
Northern India becomes the history of Delhi Sultanate.
The Mughals were descendants of Amir Taimur and Babar 
was the founder of this dynasty who came a beautiful land and 
deep interest in fine arts and culture inherited in his Timurid 
blood. Samarkand and Badakhshan were dreamlands that no 
ruler of the dynasty could ever forget. It is the royal majesty, 
height of magnificence and beauteous charm of nature and 
environment that are manifest in the new home cities of the 
Mughals-Lahore on the Ravi and Delhi and Agra on the 
Jumna. The Tombs, the Masjids, the gardens, the cities they 
built and forts they constructed spreading throughout Indo-
Pak are the evidence of their love for beauty and architect. This 
dynasty ended with the invasion of British Traders who got 
permission by the Mughal king for trade and opened East 
India Company and taking advantage of his weaknesses 
overthrew him. The independence was achieved after a long 
struggle by our leaders and many sacrifices. Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, Allama Dr Muhammad Iqbal and Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah are prominent leader who led the 
nation and got a new homeland Pakistan on 14 August 1947. 
Thus we can say that Pakistan is a young state but an old 
country.    
The book is highly recommended for all ages and domains. 
According to the foreword given by Dr Anis Ahmad Dani, “

8



This book has been in the making for half a century. It 
synthesizes five decades of painstaking research on the land, 
the rise and fall of kingdoms, the city centers and finally the 
ideologies that led to the creation of Pakistan”. It is so 
absorbing that one cannot leave it without finishing. Currently 
we are not teaching local history to our students and they 
know nothing or very little about the history of the areas where 
we are living. I must confess that I had very little knowledge 
about the area where I have spent my whole life. This book can 
be an excellent addition in the libraries of schools, colleges and 
universities. The language is very simple and direct which 
added to its worth. Sometimes his account becomes poetic that 
is very engaging. As when he introduces Mughal Emperor he 
has written,
� “Babar hailed from Farghana-a land of natural beauty 
shared by terraced fields, meandering rivers and water 
springs”.   

A correct Picture of the Historic City of 
Taxila under the Guidance of the Maestro 

of Archeology: 
Prof. Ahmad Hassan Dani 

Bushra Subhan   
PhD Scholar TIAC

Ahmad Hassan Dani was considered as an authority on South 
and Central Asian archeology and history. He disclosed 
captivating facts about Taxila when he claimed that the Indus 
valley civilization was “one of the humanity's great 
foundational cultures, alongside Egypt, Mesopotamia and 
China”(A History of Pakistan, 2007). In support of his 
argument he wrote about their developed irrigation system, 
Yoga, sacred dances of bangled dancing girl, spiritual 
connections through statues of  priest-kings and vast trade 
connections with Arabia, Afghanistan, and Rajasthan. 
Prof. Dani stated “ the impression that introduced by Sir John 
Marshall about Taxila guidance needs to be corrected. The 
three cities of Taxila that he mentioned are actually three 
excavated sites, but the story of Taxila is much more than this. 
The history of Taxila started from prehistoric Taxila to Taxila 
of the Aryans, the Achaemenians, Alexander the Great, the 
Mauryans, later Greeks, Scythians and Parthians, Kushans, 
and finally to the time of the Huns and of the Turki-shahis, 
when Shah Dheri, the latest village of the time of Sir Alexander 

thCunningham was flourishing in the 19  Century along with 
the Mughal caravan-serai, called Saraikala. The last old 
constructions were at Giri, en route from Taxila to Islamabad 
by foot, which continued right up to the Muslim period. Into 
this chronology has been fitted the development of the 
Buddhist monasteries and Gandara Art.” (A Short Guide to 
Taxila , 2000).      
In about 200 BC, the city of Taxila was considered as the origin 
of the stone-carving industry. It was a developed civilized city 
where local Buddhist followers introduced the ‘
very first anthropomorphic representations' of Buddha 
through stone-carving. This skill was the clear depiction to the 
meaning of the old name of city of Taxila at the period of King 
Ashoka ' Taksha-Sila' which means ' City of Cut Stone'.   
Prof. Dani used to say that such types of modifications in the 

sculptures have constructed the history of Taxila. Moreover, 
the various rulers that came to govern it in different times also 
support this field of stone carving. He stated that “ after the 
collapse of the Mauryan Empire, the Buddha sculptures 
produced in Taxila increasingly incorporated various Greek 
aesthetic influences from the incoming Greco-Bactrian 
Empire” ( The Historic City of Taxila, 1986). 
In continuation of the subject, he emphasized that the strong 
inspiration on the life of this region was “neither Hindu South 
nor the Arab West but Central Asia, in its Buddhist, Persian 
and later Sufi guises”. He suggested that “ Sufi meditation 
derived from earlier Buddhist customs; proved a casket 
bearing an alleged ancient Persian princess was fake: and 
disputed the theory that today's Southern Indians descended 
from Indus valley refugees driven out by marauding Aryans”  
(The Buddha remains: Heritage Transactions in Taxila, 
Pakistan 2017). Through this investigation, he also tried to 
establish good relationships between Pakistan and central 
Asian countries on the basis of culture, history, trade and 
religion. 
Ahmed Hassan Dani's research verified him as archeologist, 
linguist, and historian but his efforts of restoring’ a genuine 
relationship' among ancient and modern civilization also   
substantiated  his  sincerity for humanity.           

Cultural Heritage of Islamabad.
Lecture by Dr. Nadeem Omar Tarrar.

Report by Shazia Qureshi

thSACP hosted its first ever Online Lecture on 18  July 2020 via Zoom 
Online Portal to remain engaged in an academic dialogue with its 
members during the Pandemic. 
The first lecture in the online series was second in the series of “Know 
Your City”. Earlier in this connection a book launch was held on 
Aftab Bano's Book on Peshawar, “Mera Shehr-e Dilbar”.
SVP, Ma’am Rana Arshad Qazi, welcomed the participants and 
President of Society, Dr. Maqsooda Hussain introduced the Speaker. 
Nadeem Omar Tarar is the Executive Director of the Center for 
Cultural and Development, Islamabad. Previously he has served as 
the Director, National College of Arts, (NCA) Rawalpindi. He has 
also been Associate Professor and Director post-graduate program, 
Communication and Cultural Studies, at the NCA Lahore. He 
founded the NCA Archives- the repository of the administrative 
records of the NCA since its inception as Mayo School of Arts in 
1875. He holds a MSc Anthropology from Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Islamabad, and MA in Critical Theory and Cultural Studies from 
University of Nottingham, UK. He holds a PhD in Art History and 
Theory, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia and Post- 
Doctoral Fellowship, Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture, 
MIT. He has worked as Post-Doctoral Researcher at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, (SOAS), London. He has published on 
the history of colonial anthropology, folklore and art education in 
Punjab. His forthcoming publications are Colonialism, Culture and 
Art Education in Pakistan: De-scripting the Archive, (Anthem Press) 
and Ruled by the Pen: Orientalism and Education in colonial Punjab, 
(National Institute of Historical Cultural Research, Islamabad).
The lecture opened up vistas of information about the rich cultural 
heritage of Islamabad which is only perceived as a planned and 
modern city. The city is adorned by buildings designed by renowned 
Architects who were the pioneers of World Modern Architecture.  
But there remained hidden throughout, the cultural heritage of this 
symbol of modernism. The city has a glorious past and is 
reminiscence of Indus Valley Civilization with prehistoric sites 
dotting the city at various locations. The planners missed the marking 
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of heritage sites. Also the Archeology department could not 
document the rich cultural link.  

Findings of Potsherds and 
remains have been made at 
a mound in front of 
National University of 
Science and Technology in 
H11 sector. A huge mound 
with thousands of pot 
shells were found by 
Independent archeologists. 

Dr. Dani once said that 
Taxila is on the western 
slope of Margalla Hills 
and Islamabad is on the 
Eastern slope of Margalla 
hills. Let's connect these 
two capitals, One is the 
capital of Indus Valley 
civilization and other is the 
capital and modern face of 
P a k i s t a n .  Ta n g i b l e  
evidence of history. 
Margalla Hills are the 
cultural repositories of the 
past civilizations that were 
never studied properly by 
archeologists or cultural 
historians in the past. This 
is where many of these 
high value cultural sites 
are located. These hills 
provided sanctuary to the 
residents of Taxila in case 
of attacks from the plains. 
In peace times, traders and 

pilgrims would cross the hills for their movement in and out of Taxila. 
Persian Caravan Serai, Serai Kharbooza, has a mention in the 

thmemoirs of Mughal Kings, Tuzk-e Jehangiri. This majestic 12  
century structure is present in Islamabad which was the topic of 
books by Abdul Rahman Chughtai in 1977. Fauzia Minallah in the 
“Soul of Islamabad” has covered this structure in her book. 
Said Pur Village, Shah 
Allah Ditta are ancient 
places spread in the city 
which carry traces of our 
multi religious past. 
Hindus, Buddhist, Sikh 
and then Muslims have 
left their mark in these 
places. 
Shah Allah Ditta village 
(entered in colonial 
gazetters as Shahditta) 
borders D12 sector in 
Islamabad. It is known to be a medieval town of some prominence. 
It was an intersection and provided a halting point for caravans 
entering or departing from the Magalla hills towards Kashmir. 
 In 1530 AD, Mirza Fateh Ali founded a village. Initially, it came to be 
known after him as Fatehpur Baoli.
However, later, when the area was given to Said Khan Gakhar by the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar for his family's services in the fight against 
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Afghan warrior Sher Shah Suri, the name of the village changed from 
Fatehpur to Saidpur.
The village was 
named Saidpur  
after Sultan Said 
K h a n ;  s o n  o f  
S u l t a n  S a r a n g  
Khan during the 
rule of Mughal 
Emperor Babar. 
S u l t a n  S a r a n g  
Khan was the Lord 
of Pothohar region 
(from Jhelum to 
Attock).
Later, Said Khan 
gifted this place to his daughter who was married to Mughal emperor 
Jahangir. Imperila wedding took place here. Saidpur is a worth 
visiting and historically fascinating place in Islamabad holding the 
culture and history of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs all together at a 
time.
Jahangir's biography, Tuzk-e-Jahangiri mentioned him staying in 
Saidpur while he was on his way to Kabul.
The village used to be a garden resort at that time.
 Heritage of Islamabad is not only confined to old structures, there are 
thousand years' old Banyan trees and Streams which add to the hidden 
treasures. Heritage is not only manmade. It's the natural heritage too. 
If we can only rehabilitate the streams which are running through the 
Posh sectors of Islamabad, they will add to the tourism and character 
of the city. There is no cost in saving a natural heritage. 
City is rich in heritage repositories. 
Islamabad was planned as a green, walkable city with footpaths in 
grid Iron pattern by Doxiadus but is losing its soul to unplanned 
urbanism. It is increasingly becoming a university town housing all 
major universities. It is now presenting a picture of a city devoid of 
history because of non-protection and rehabilitation of the rich 
heritage, the city possess. There is no Cultural heritage protection 
group in the city because it has never been perceived as a cultural city. 
 Heritage is not a static set of objects. It is more in interaction and 
regeneration. It is being constantly reshaped, repackaged, and 
redesigned with every new generation. Every person can help in 
protecting heritage. It does not need a heritage expert to own and 
shape the culture of a city. 
Islamabad was given birth by a parent city, Rawalpindi. According to 
Doxiadus, Rawalpindi was planned as a sector of Islamabad. But 
policy makers abandoned the ancient city Rawalpindi from the 
master plan. Had it not been next to Islamabad, as the source of 
economy, trade and infrastructure, the new born city would not have 
survived. It has many ancient stories to tell. Rawalpindi was 
developed by Sikhs, mainly Sujan Singh. His haveli in Bhabra Bazar 
tells stories of that time. The city is rich with Buddhist sites. Topi 
Rukh was a Buddhist Stupa.  
These are Twin cities which must be treated as connected together. 
Islamabad was not built on a clean slate. It has its roots on the layers of 
heritage. 
The session ended successfully after an interactive Q&A session. 
Participants were enthralled and captivated by the log of Heritage 
existing under the modern face of Islamabad. Secretary General, 
Shazia Qureshi presented the Vote of Thanks and the session was 
concluded with the desire of learning for more. 

********

Pakistan in the Emerging World- A way forward

Report prepared by Dr. Prof, Maqsooda Hussain-President 

SACP

Ambassador Khalid Usman Qaisar
thTo celebrate the 74  Independence Day, our second academic activity 

of lecture series was held on August 11, 2020. We were lucky to have 
Ambassador Khalid Usman Qaisar as Guest Speaker who spoke on, 
“Pakistan in the Emerging World- A way forward”.

Punctuality is the hallmark of SACP, the activity started on time with 
the recitation of Holy Quran. SVP, Ma’am Rana Taqi, welcomed the 
audience and gave a brief introduction of SACP for the benefit of new 
members. The president, Dr. Maqsooda Hussain then introduced the 
Guest Speaker in her address. She gave brief introduction of 
Ambassador ® Khalid Usman Qaisar highlighting his services and 
achievements. The guest speaker thanked the President for her 
generous words and introduced the concept of topic. 

thThe lecture was prepared in the perspective of 74  Independence Day 
as is being celebrated. The system in which this world is moving was  

ndshaped by the winners of 2  World War. The world had witnessed 
unprecedented devastation and after the war, humanity realized that 
the world has to be put back on the track. But fundamentally if we 
look on the globe, we find that the leading nations are the one who 
were the real winners and as it always happened in the human history, 

sta kind of evolution dawned in 21  Century as new emerging powers 
started challenging this system causing upheaval and turmoil 
internationally.  

The question for us as an independent state, especially, at this time 
ththat we are celebrating our 74  Independence Day is whether we can 

create our niche in the emerging new world order. Can we capitalize 
on our potential offered by our Geography, Archaeology, Cultural 
Heritage, Youth, Diaspora, strong Defence set up, evolving 
democracy, assertive judiciary and media? We need to understand 
that Security, Economic Development, Connectivity and Country's 
Image are interlinked. Nothing works or sustains in isolation. 

Globalization

Globalization is an evolving process ever since but became more 
pronounced in the decade of 1960. It is a consequence of human quest 
for reaching out to others in order to explore, learn, share, benefit and 
exchange expertise, ideas, information, commodities and resources, 
thereby creating interdependence and interconnectedness among 
nations to the extent that at times it seems blurring significance of 
borders between nation states. Globalization can also be considered 
as a domestic process of change with in the states or an expression of 
profound transformation of the nature of the state and state-society 
relationship.

Regionalization

Regionalism is a politically motivated policy of a group of countries 
bonded by common geography, common challenges and common 
aspirations (irrespective of their cultural values, faith or outlook) to 
achieve collective progress by utilizing, developing and sharing their 
national resources and expertise with each other in harmonious way. 
Success of regionalism, however, depends on the ability of countries 
to resolve their political and economic issues amicably and in the 
spirit of achieving win-win results. 
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Our Real Assets

Struggle for Independence. Pakistan was not presented to us on a 
platter. Blood and sacrifices given by our parents and grandparents 
gifted us this piece of land. It's a matter of our survival as a nation & 
our country of immense and un-explored potentials.

thPopulation: 6  Largest in world - Youth 55 Million & Diaspora 9.2 
Million. 

Geography: Location advantage but prone to natural calamities and 
surrounded by enmity (India), instability, (Afghanistan) and 
suspicious (Iran) on one hand and bright prospects on the other 
(China)

Our experiences: Since 1947 both in International Arena and 
domestic Political Systems, we tried, tested and learnt our lessons. 
�  

Global and Regional Scene 

• Global Situation: Conflicts, Change & Confusion

• COVID 19 devastated economies, impacted way of 
thinking and forced to reorder national priorities.

• Europeans becoming introvert, anti-migrants. (Thanks to 
Angela Merkel, Emmanuel Macron and Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis for taming a bit this galloping horse of hate at 
least for the time being). EU Project under threat. (Brexist) 

• Islamophobia & Xenophobia ticking bomb.

• Middle East burning and at War with itself.

• Economic center of gravity shifting to Asia.

• America – China cooperation and competition is replaced 
by their confrontation/ 'strategic rivalry' (Thucydides Trap)

• China – Russia alignment on global & regional issues

• India-US Convergence; inflating Indian Chest.

• China – India dusting up is a pointer!

• China reaching out to regional countries extending olive 
branch offering investment and economic development to 
Iran, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, in addition to CPEC.

• India in the grip of “Hinduvata” threatening regional 
security and stability.

• India also at war within and with her neighbours

• Brutal suppression of Kashmiris in IOJ&K .

• Afghanistan Peace Process uncertainty continues.

• Iranian remain suspicious of Pakistan

• OIC a dead horse! 

Our Domestic Scene

Disharmony & Poor governance, Accountability: Different agendas, 
Institutions main focus is on power game. Economy in Shambles & 
Tax Evasion, Financial Dependence on IFIs & Friendly Nations. 
Reforms and privatization on hold or too slow, Extremism, Illiteracy 
and Ignorance on the rise.

WAY FORWARD

Not Friends but only National Interests are permanent. Get rid of 
baggage of history. Move forward with a new vision based on our 
actual strength and political consensus. Every issue of national 
rapport must be debated either in Camera or in Open House before 
decision. A Foreign Policy based on “Constructivism” suits us the 
most (idealism, realism or liberalism are not our wines). Capacity & 
Expertise Building (Area/Country Specializations) 

Assure outside world that:

Pakistan is not a revisionist State. Our New Political Map signifies 
ground reality in response to what India did/doing to Kashmiris. We 
have no extra-territorial agendas, no great power ambitions, nor any 
'trysts with destiny'. We are a developing nation, and like all 
developing nations, wish to see our people progress in peace and 
harmony. Economic and human development remains Pakistan's 
foremost priority. Pakistan's nuclear arsenal remains safe, and in safe 
hands. The checks and balances as well as command and control 
mechanisms are put in place like any other developed nuclear state. 

Engaging World – foreign domain

Assure outside world through tangible actions that:

Pakistan holds dear, its independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. There will be no compromise on these principles. We will 
not allow foreign intelligence agencies to infiltrate our soil. We have 
succeeded in defeating terrorism and trying hard to eradicate 
extremism in our society which is not entirely of our making. Our 
friends and allies must acknowledge our sacrifices and respect our red 
lines and sensitivities. We have been and we are for peace and 
stability in our neighborhood and all around. Our contributions in UN 
peace keeping Missions are not symbolic but substantive. Pakistan 
will follow a sustained and indigenous economic reform program, 
aimed at mobilizing latent resources and putting the country back on 
the path of sustained and sustainable economic development. 

Domestic:     Put own house in order by:

Undertaking reforms in the domains of economy, education, health, 
agriculture and industry �  to enhance productivity and create jobs 
opportunities; on priority (Take all stakeholders on board). 
Accountability process must emerge from victimization syndrome.  
Transparent & across the board accountability. Privatizing dead 
public sectors enterprises in a transparent manner. Correcting 
religious discourse to promote harmony and peaceful co-existence. 
Reviewing Defence budget without compromising on our security 
needs. Educate masses on new emerging threats. Convincing media 
to assume active but responsible role. Undertaking Judiciary 
Reforms at lower level courts which are much overdue. Finally, 
Political leaders have  to emerge from their narrow party and 
individual interests in the larger interest of Pakistan

Remember:

If our house is in order then we can surely shape and pursue a 
sovereign and more potent Foreign Policy.

Personal Level:

Emerge from defeatist mindset 

We must thank our stars for enjoying fruits of freedom in an 
independent country. Imagine life under “Hindutva” 

We should not fail taking pride in Pakistan and what this country 
stands for. 

Our identity, image and character must reflect a qualitative edge over 
other nations. Respect Women & Protect Children

We need to develop a culture of self-transparency and accountability. 
Our leaders, if they think they are leaders, they must lead by setting 
good self-example.

Finally, Must pay our due taxes. (Give back to Pakistan)

Quaid-e-Azam's Vision

“Our object should be peace within and peace without. We want to 
live peacefully and maintain cordial and friendly relations with our 
immediate neighbors and with world at large. We have no aggressive 
designs against any one. We stand by the United Nations Charter and 
will gladly make our full contribution to the peace and prosperity of 
the world”.   
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